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FOR CHILDREN,
PLAY IS SERIOUS
LEARNING. PLAY IS
REALLY THE WORK
OF CHILDHOOD.

-Fred Rogers
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Why not call play the work of

teachers as well?

VIVIAN PALEY, 2004




Remember, playful leaming is child-directed —
but adults contribute by...

OBSERVING &
ASSESSING

What does the child know? What

do they need now? Where are

they going?
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PROVIDING MATERIALS
& SCAFFOLDING

Set up spaces and activities.

Help children to use them.
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ASKING
& INTERACTING

Ask open-ended questions,

provide suggestions, co-play

NAEYC “Serious Fun” 2019



Play Roles

ONLOOKER

Observe, comment occassionally. Do not
disrupt. Can help you to understand
child's play habits & know when to
infervene.

CO-PLAYER

Join in the play in a supporting role.
Make suggestions or extend play. Model
skills.

STAGE MANAGER
Help children set the stage for play.
Might propose extensions to play, but
children are free to follow or ignore

suggestions.

PLAY LEADER

Use sparingly. Guide play from within.

Helpful for short periods when child is

having trouble starting or maintaining

play.

Johnson et al., 2005; Singer & Singer, 1977






Assessing play using il

PR PE LS Thinking about play before starting

ROLES

Consider the actions, language, emotions needed to play a role

PROPS
Objects used in play

EXTENDED TIME FRAME

Play can last for hours, or extend over days

LANGUAGE
Children's language can help them coordinate play, negotiate

and act out a role

SCENARIO

Scripts and interactions involved in enacting play




Extended

frame

Language

Scenario

1. First Scripts

Dees not plan
during play.

Deoes not have
roles,

Plays wih objects
as objects.

Exploras cbjects,
nut not play
scenarics.

Uses litte
language.

Deoes not create
a scerarno. Can
copy what the
teacher does and
says of will fol-
low the teacher's
directions if script
is simple and
repetitive.

Five Stages in a Child's Make-Believe Play

2. Roles in Action

Does not plan during
play.

Acts first and then
decices on roles. No
rules are revealed.

Plays with objects as
props. Actors with &
prop result in a role.

Creates scenanos
that last a few
minutes.

Uses language to
describe actions.

Creates a scenarno
that is steveolypical,
with kmeted behav-
iors. Can incorpo-
rate modeled roles
ang actions into
play, with support.

3. Roles with
Rules and Begin-
ning Scenarios

Plans roles, aclions
are ramed prior to

play.

Has roles with rules
that can be violated.

Needs a prop for
e role.

Creales scananos
that last 10-15
minules.

Uses language lo
describe roles and
actons.

Plays familiar
senpts fully. Accepts
new scripl ideas.

4. Mature Roles,
Planned Scenarios,
and Symbolic Props

Plans each scenano in
asvanca.

Has complex, multple
roles.

Chooses symboic and
pretend props.

Creates sceranos that
last 60 minutes or lor-
ger. With support, can
creale scerancs that
last aver several days.

Uses language to

describe roles and
actions. Uses role
speech.

Plays a sares of coor-
dinated scenanos that
change in response

0 previous ones or
the desires of players.
Describes unfolding
scenarno, roles, and
actions.

5. Dramatization, Multiple
Themes, Multiple Roles, and
Director's Play

Plans elaborate themes,
scenarios, and complex roles.
Spends more lime planning
than acting out the scanario.

Can play more than one role
at a time. Roles have social
relationships.

Can pretend rather than actu-
ally have a prop. Dees not
need a prop 1o stay in the role.
Obyects can have roles.

Creates scenarnos that last all
day ang over sevaral days.
Play can be interrupted and
restarted.

Uses language o delneale

the scenano, roles, and acton.

Book language is incorporated
into role spaech.

Plays a series of coordnated
scenarios that charge in
response 1o previous ores or
the desires of players. Uses
themes from stones and
literature.

Elena Bodrova (2012) Assessing and scaffolding make-believe play. Young Children.

Retrieved from: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/292513144



THANK YOU!

Remainin
questions!
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My recommendation for more

information on this topic:




